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Meeting presentations

This month marks the one-year anniversary that our NJ
community was shifted to a quarantine mode. Since then, our
reality has been dramatically transformed by this pandemic in so
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challenges such as grief, loss, equity, and change. Worldwide, 118
million cases of COVID-19 have been reported and nearly three
million people have lost their lives to the virus. While the
prevalence of testing, continuation of following the CDC
guidelines by using masks, and the increasing distribution of the
vaccine should give us hope and optimism for the future, we must
remain vigilant.
For this reason, after careful consideration of the continuing
ongoing spread of COVID-19 (coronavirus) in New Jersey, the
Executive Board of the NJ Academy of Science (NJAS) has decided
to conduct the 66th Annual meeting this year in a virtual manner.
This year participants will submit their work in two phases: All
scientific abstracts should be submitted by April 4th, 2021.
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A Message from the NJAS President (Con't)
Completion of registration for the Annual Meeting will require the submission of the following items: scientific
abstract (due 4/4), scientific presentation video, NJAS meeting registration, photo release form signed, and
headshot picture of the participant (all due 4/24). The conference will culminate with a virtual Meeting & awards on
May 15th, 2021.
The 66th NJ Academy of Science (NJAS) Annual Meeting keynote speaker will be Dr. Sulie Chang, President of
the Society on NeuroImmune Pharmacology (SNIP) and Professor of Biology at Seton Hall University. Her talk will
be titled, "Network Meta‐analysis on the Mechanisms Underlying Alcohol Augmentation of COVID‐19
Pathologies". The keynote presentation will be followed by live presentations, the Award Ceremony, NJAS
members elections and the Presidential closing remark. This event is a collegial meeting of New Jersey scientists,
science faculty members, and students from institutions across the state. We hope you are planning to join in this
opportunity to share your research, discover new possibilities and interact with fellow attendees.
The NJAS Executive Board wants to extend their deepest gratitude to the NJAS Publications Committee, especially
Dr. Joseph Spagna (Editor of the Bulletin), for their time and effort to launch the 2021 edition of the NJAS peer
reviewed journal “The Bulletin”. NJAS members will received an electronic copy when the edition is released. The
NJAS Executive Board would like to extend their heartfelt appreciation to Dr. Dan Celenti, for serving as NJAS Vice
President from 2019-2021. This past January, Dr. Celenti decided to step down from his position due to personal
reasons. We wish him all the best in his future endeavors, and he will still continue to help the NJAS as a member.
Furthermore, I would like to welcome Dr. Denise Gemmellaro to the NJAS Executive Board as Funding Program
Development Coordinator (FPDC). Dr. Gemmellaro will help us with acquiring funding to enhance our junior and

senior academy grant funding budget through fundraising, crowdfunding and grant writing to accommodate the NJAS
mission. If you are interested in promoting and serving the NJAS by joining the NJAS Executive Board, please contact us!
This year we will continue to hold the NJAS seminars virtually. As great as all of the virtual seminars have been, I have to
admit I am looking forward to the day when we can meet again, face-to-face. Until then, I’ll be seeing you online. Please
continue to do all you can to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and take good care of yourself and your families.

Maria Agapito,

Maria Agapito, PhD
President, NJ Academy of Science

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH

NJAS Increasing the Pipeline for Women in STEM

"I would like to be remembered as someone who was not afraid to do what
she wanted to do, and as someone who took risks along the way in order to
achieve her goals". Dr. Sally Ride

The NJAS Executive Board Members would like to extend their sincere gratitude to the
following NJAS members and friends for their 2020 donations to the NJ Academy of Science
Dr. Roxie James, Ms. Megan Lavelle, Ms. Nan Perigo, Dr. Michael Lea,
Dr. Bridgette Brown-Eustache, Ms. Ndija Kakumba, and Ms. Roma Morris

NJ Academy of Science 66th Annual Meeting
April 4
April 24
May 15

Due Dates:
Abstracts Submission due
Meeting Registration & Video Presentations due
Live-streamed Meeting: Keynote Address, winning
Presentations, Awards ceremony, Annual Meeting of
Members and election of new officers
Keynote Speaker

Dr. Sulie Chang - Seton Hall University
Network Meta‐analysis on the Mechanisms Underlying
Alcohol Augmentation of COVID‐19 Pathologies

See njas.org for details. Registration link
The 65th NJ Academy of Science Virtual Research Competition
This past year marked the NJ Academy of Science (NJAS) 65th anniversary of bringing students and researchers
together to exchange scientific ideas. Due to the COVID-19 health crisis, the NJAS 65th annual meeting was
modified into a virtual research competition. Despite the challenges, there were more than one hundred participants
who submitted their scientific video presentations! The virtual research competition gives students (high school,
undergraduate and graduate students) a chance to present original scientific research and compete for the
opportunity to have their research abstract published, to compete at the National American Junior Academy of
Science (junior academy level), or serve as the NJ Academy of Science delegate at the American Association for the
Advancement of Science (senior academy level) .The NJAS Board would like to congratulate all the participants for
their support and commitment to science. Following are the 2020 NJ Academy of Science Virtual Research
Competition Winners.

JUNIOR ACADEMY
NJAS 2020 Annual Meeting

Health

Psychology

1
Yu-Xaub Liu

1
Shruti Kedharnath

2

Grace Pluemacher

Cell
Biology

Sasha Shefter

1
Katherine
Monroe

Sofia Kaplan

William
Shullich

Bill Zhang

Emily Hashem

1

Giovanna Onofrietti
Emily Guan

Jonathan
Tenenbum

1

Physics/
Engineering

Microbiology

Arya Tschand

Michael Kravets

Edward Kim

Kathleen
Antonakakis

Daniel Tobengauz

Jawa Rayan

"Our virtues and our failures are
inseparable, like force and
matter. When they separate, man
is no more.” – Nikola Tesla

Botany

Apollo Lee
Aarya Doshi

Julia Smolyak

Isabella Onofrietti

Megan Lu

Brad Miller

Cassandra
Vongrej

JUNIOR ACADEMY
NJAS 2020 Annual Meeting

Ecology

Biochem

1
Hassan Choudhry

1
Christine Kim

2

Math /
Comp.
Science

Lana Van Note

1

Lily Chen

Abhay Rao

2
Bradley Xu

Isabella Fuentes

Benjamin
Shain

Justin Zhang
Shivani Patel
Benjamin Lin

Sidharth
Srivastava

Grant-in-Aid Winners
Emily Delgado

Ramzi Saber

Harshni Patel

Galena Gomez

SENIOR ACADEMY
NJAS 2020 Annual Meeting

Honorable
Mention

Cell Bio

Eco, Env

Micro Bio

Lea Marjana

Elika Moallem

Jacqueline Mehr

Mark Bodnar II

Sudeep Khadka

Jeffrey Yang

Veronica
Holganza

Madison Perry

Indira Sawh

Kriti Sitaula

Venisse Abanilla

1
Yaman Thapa

Julia Annuzzi

Facundo Torres

Keid Berisha

Saliha Ulgur

Health &
Medicine
Shweta Sapkota

Ashanae Gordon
Orion Yedidia

“The good thing about
science is that it's true
whether or not you
believe in it.”

Jessica Hatcher
Maria Zamora

Neil deGrasse Tyson

Special thanks to all of the
volunteer judges for the
Virtual Research Contest!
Dr. Maria Agapito (Bard High School Early College/Kean
University)
Dr. James Arnone (William Paterson University)
Dr. Mina Armani (Jose Marty STEM Academy)
Dr. Deepak Bal (Montclair State University)
Dr. Melissa Baralt (Berkeley College/Montclair State
University)
Dr. Agnes T. Berki (Caldwell University)
Dr. Josephine Blaha (Holmdel High School)
Dr. Jaclyn Catalano (Montclair State University)
Dr. Dan Celenti (AT&T Labs (retired)/Brookdale
Community College)
Dr. Grace Cook (Bloomfield College)
James Danch, MS (Colonia High School)
Nancy Farlow, BS (Jersey City High School)
Alejandra I. Ferrer - PhD Candidate (Rutgers University)
Dr. Eric Forgoston (Montclair State University)
Dr. Jing Gao (Kean University)
Dr. M. Denise Gemmellaro (Kean University)
Dr. Juyoung Ha (Kean University)
Dr. Eric Iannacone (Raritan Valley Community College)
Cynthia Israel, MS (Rutgers University)
Dr. Julian Paul Keenan (Montclair State University)
Dr. Robert Lippincott (NJ Department of Environmental
Protection)
Dr. Laura Lorentzen (Kean University)
Dr. Kendall Martin (William Paterson University)
Dr. Anand Mhatre (Bard High School Early College)
Dr. Daniel Millemann (NJ Department of Environmental
Protection)
Dr. Tiffany Morris (Bard High School Early College)
Rachana V. Nair, MS (Fairleigh Dickinson University)
Dr. Yelena Naumova (Raritan Valley Community College)
Cailin O’Connor, MS (Kean University)
Dr. Robert O’Hagan (Montclair State University)
Dr. Julia Olayanju (Global Food Health Institute)
Nan Perigo, MS (Kean University)
Marius Pelmus, MS (Seton Hall University)
Dr. Nicholas Procopio (NJ Department of Environmental
Protection)
Dr. Rongsun Pu (Kean University)
Yuriko Root, MS (Kean University)
Dr. Samantha Schlachter (College of Saint Elizabeth)
Dr. Ileana Soto (Rowan University)
Sean Stratton, MS (Rutgers University)
Dr. Brian Teasdale (Kean University)

Special thanks to all of the
volunteer reviewers for the
Grants-in-Aid Program!
Roberta Batorsky, MS (Penn State University)
Dr. Jing Gao (Kean University)
Dr. Laura Lorentzen (Kean University)
Dr. Copty Nader (Raritan Valley Community College)
Dr. Jeffrey Rosenfeld (Rutgers University)
Dr. Patrick Weir (Felician University)
Eric Wendell, BS (Mercedes-Benz USA)
Dr. Jeanette Wilmanski (Saint Peter's University)
Cecilia Wisniewski, MBA (M & J Associates)
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Winter Wonderland by the bridge
Wayne, NJ.

LETTERS TO THE NJAS
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
We encourage a diversity of voices and
views in our letters. Letters may include a
review of a book, opinions about a movie
in relation to science, ask a scientific
question to the NJAS community, submit a
piece of art in relation to science (may
serve as the front page picture), opinions
to current science news or issues, or can
refer to an article that has appeared within
the last two issues of the NJAS newsletter.
Letters should preferably be 150 to 175
words and must include the writer's
address and phone number (only the name
will be published). A piece of Art may be
submitted electronically in a JPEG format.
Letters or art pieces should be exclusive to
the NJAS "Newsletter."
To send a Letter or Art to the Editor: email
letter/art to NJASNewsletter@gmail.com,
must include email subject as "Letter/Art to
the NJAS Newsletter Editor."

Neuro Perspective - Scale Invariance
The beauty of nature from the cellular
to the organismal level

CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS
FOR THE BULLETIN
Please consider submitting your findings to the prestigious
NJAS official journal. Peer reviewed and indexed in PubMed,
this journal is the perfect location for your research. We are
currently on a twice-yearly publication schedule, which
consists of a Spring issue and a Fall issue.
Deadline for Fall 2021 issue is May 15th, 2021.
For details: Anyone having questions about the review and/or
publication process should contact the editor at
NJAS.publications@gmail.com

2020 Seminar Series
A Close-up with NJ COVID-19 Heroes
July 17th, 2020
NJAS recognized NJ medical health care leaders that were on the frontline battling
COVID-19 this past Spring 2020. They shared their stories about their
experiences in the pandemic. Featured speakers included Dr. Rory Ulloque, Dr.
Lisa Primiani, Dr. Tamara Beckford, Mrs. Aradia Tabasko, and Mrs. Mariana
Restrepo.

Hispanic Heritage Month Seminar
October 12th, 2020
To showcase the accomplishments of Hispanic Americans who have positively
influenced and enriched the scientific society and NJ community. Join us as we
welcome diverse Latinos/as/x professionals from the STEM fields. Bring your
questions, thoughts and an open mind as they share how they navigate their
fields, achieving their dreams and representing the Hispanic community.

Cybersecurity & Privacy
October 16th, 2020
The rise of big data and machine learning is expanding. What was once an
abstract concept designed to protect expectations about our own data is now
becoming more concrete that there is a threat of getting access to our data
without authorization. Featured speakers include Jonathan Gonzales-Quintero,
Mike Qaissaunee, and Dr. John Sands.

Environmental Pollutants & Human Health
November 13th, 2020
Concern for health has traditionally underlain much of the political priority given
to environmental issues in NJ. The impact of environmental risk factors on health
are extremely varied and complex in both severity and clinical significance.
Scientific leaders in their field highlighted different aspects of environmental
pollutants that challenge human health followed by a Q&A session.

Meet the NJAS Executive Officers
December 4th, 2020
NJAS reviewed its progress made in 2020 regarding seminars, publications,
virtual research contest, and more. Goals were set for 2021. NJAS members were
given the opportunity to ask questions and speak directly to the NJAS Executive
Board. Thank you to everyone that attended and spoke to us personally! We look
forward to seeing you at the next Meet & Greet.

Congratulations to the NJAS delegates who presented at
the 2021 AJAS/NAAS/AAAS conference!
NJAS members and friends, please support NJAS
HS Delegates by viewing and providing feedback to
their scientific research study presentations
Kathleen Antonakakis – Homdel High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/cosmetic-companies-must-stop-adding-this-type-of-chemical-intosome-of-our-products
Emily Guan and Katherine Monroe - High Technology High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/voice-pitch-is-a-source-of-subconscious-bias-in-marketingmeasurable-by-affordable-eeg
Sofia Kaplan – Bergen County Academies
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/hormone-replacement-therapy-may-not-cause-alzheimers-disease-inwomen
Shruti Kedharnath – Biotechnology High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/exploring-the-mechanisms-behind-alzheimers-and-parkinsonsdisease-using-nematodes-and-ayurveda
Christine Kim – Tenafly High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/pdg-adducts-in-culture-cells-from-second-hand-electronic-cigarettesmoke
Edward Kim – Tenafly High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/the-bodys-natural-properties-can-be-used-to-design-a-space-glovefor-astronauts
Apollo Lee - High Technology High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/ginger-chemical-compounds-inhibit-bakers-yeast-growth-suggestingchemopreventive-properties
Shasha Liu – Tenafly High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/pde5-inhibitors-can-be-used-to-restore-normal-electrical-activity-inbrains-affected-with-alzheimer
Megan Lu - High Technology High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/led-lights-encourage-healthier-root-growth-over-fluorescent-lights
Bradley Miller - High Technology High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/melatonin-may-be-able-to-increase-the-amount-of-growth-exhibitedby-mung-bean-sprouts

Congratulations to the NJAS delegates who presented at
the 2021 AJAS/NAAS/AAAS conference.
Lana Van Note – Marine Academy of Technology and Environmental Science
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/novel-bamboo-bioplastic-exhibits-enhanced-biodegradationcompared-to-its-petroleum-based-counterpart
Abhay Rao - High Technology High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/nitric-oxide-no-production-from-beta-vulgaris-decreases-respirationrates-in-lumbricina
Julia Smolyak - Tenafly High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/dietary-factors-sulforaphane-and-melatonin-may-promote-healthypregnancies
Sidharth Srivastava - High Technology High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/improving-the-design-and-power-output-of-bacteria-powered-batteries
Marissa Paige Teitelbaum - High Technology High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/wider-surface-area-novel-bicycle-handle-bar-grip-reduces-effects-ofimpact-in-simulated-injury-qovmo
Bradley Xu - High Technology High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/an-application-that-utilizes-object-detection-to-aid-the-blind-in-streetcrossing
Bill Zhang - Holmdel High School
https://projectboard.world/ajas/project/the-deletion-of-the-par3-protein-promotes-dendritic-spinemorphogenesis-in-hippocampal-neurons

Photo Credit: Maria Agapito, Ph.D.
Winter Storm 2/1/21 - Wayne, NJ

NJ Academy of Science
Seminar Announcements
March 24, 2021

How to register for the COVID-19 virus vaccine - Dr. Agapito

March 26, 2021

“When good cells go bad” - Dr. Kiruthika

March 31, 2021

NJAS release of the Vaccine Awareness Video

April 23, 2021

Vertical Farming Seminar - Guest Panelist TBA

May 15, 2021

66th NJAS Annual Virtual Meeting

June 11, 2021

Best Practices in STEM education - Dr. Fried

he
Save t
Date

NJ Academy of Science
General Announcements
New Jersey State Science Day Challenge
Submissions due March 22nd at 11:59 pm

Statement of purpose: Competition to acknowledge high school students’ use of science and
engineering practices to define a problem in your community, with a focus on its marginalized and/or
underserved members, and to design a solution.
Who: Individual 9th - 12th grade students in New Jersey (public/charter/private/vo-tech/homeschool)
Application Submission: A slide deck (downloaded as PDF) and submitted on this Google form:
https://tinyurl.com/NJSSD2021
Honor a teacher: Student applicants will nominate a science teacher who has supported their interest
in STEM.
When: In honor of March being NJ STEM Month, completed projects must be submitted via Google form
by March 22, 2021 at 11:59 pm. Winners will be announced in April. More info:
https://njsta.org/SSD2021
Award: For each county*, two student winners and their nominated teachers will be recognized as
outstanding in science at a virtual event hosted by the R&D Council of New Jersey in May 2021. Winners
will be selected by a judging committee using a rubric based on the Required Task Components.
* Magnet/vocational high schools compete together in their own category with their own two winners.

Applications are now open for the 2022 Class of
NJ Governor’s STEM Scholars!
The Governor’s STEM Scholars brings together New Jersey’s high-achieving STEM students, from
grade 10 through doctoral level, to connect with New Jersey STEM professionals and experts,
learn about higher education and career pathways in STEM, participate in a STEM research
project, and acquire important professional development skills. Learn how to apply at
www.govstemscholars.com.
During the year, Scholars are introduced to New Jersey’s STEM economy through quarterly
symposiums focusing on government, academia, and industry. They participate in field trips to
laboratories, STEM master classes, and fireside chats with STEM leaders. Led by college-level
team leaders, and mentored through professional STEM advisors, each Scholar produces a
viable research project.
Join the Governor’s STEM Scholars for one of our virtual Governor’s STEM Scholars Open
Applicant Information Sessions to learn more about the program and the application process.
These calls will be held from 6-7 pm on March 15, April 13 and May 27.
Questions? Contact info@govstemscholars.com

Understanding COVID-19: How to Protect Yourself During the Pandemic
https://newsinhealth.nih.gov/2021/03/understanding-covid-19
CTAAR presents: Teaching Evaluation to Meet the Needs of Meaningful
Higher Education (with Special Guest Dr. Gabriela Weaver) Virtual
Presentation

Wednesday, April 21, 11:30 am-1:00 pm
If you wish to attend the workshop or receive the video recording after the workshop, please RSVP here.
*Source: Chris Drue, Ph.D.

NRMN: Grant Writing Coaching Group
Are you an early stage researcher ready to write a new or revised NIH-style proposal and interested in
receiving coaching support while you write? If so, we invite you to apply for participation in the
University of Utah Grant Writing Coaching Research Study, funded by the NIH Common Fund (grant
U01 GM132366; administered by the NIGMS). This study will compare variations of an established
grant writing group coaching process to identify features that influence its effectiveness.
Reach out with questions to NIFA USDA website.

Agriculture and Food Research Initiative – Education and
Workforce Development
The Agriculture and Food Research Initiative - Education and Workforce Development (EWD)
focuses on developing the next generation of research, education, and extension professionals
in the food and agricultural sciences. In FY 2021, EWD invites applications in seven areas:
agricultural workforce training; professional development for agricultural literacy; training of
undergraduate students in research and extension; fellowships for predoctoral candidates;
fellowships for postdoctoral scholars, a new program for food and agricultural non-formal
education, and a FY 2021-only program for evaluation of NIFA’s agricultural literacy and
workforce development portfolio. See EWD Request for Applications for specific details.
https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/agriculture-and-food-research-initiative-educationworkforce-development
Reach out with questions to NIFA USDA website.

Pre-College Physical Therapy Summer Academy/ Rutgers
University Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) 4+3 Program
Opportunity for those students interested in the Rutgers University Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)
4+3 Program. The DPT 4+3 Program is only open to first-year undergraduates.
In addition to our program, this summer we will be holding an online version of our Pre-College
Physical Therapy Summer Academy for high school students 16-18 years old taking place July 19 –
July 30 Monday through Friday. This virtual summer academy is a two-week certificate program that
provides students with perspectives about the exciting field of physical therapy and the exercise
science major. This major provides an ideal track at Rutgers University to prepare students to apply to
a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) Graduate Program.
In this summer academy, students will also be able to learn about a wide range of physical therapy
career opportunities, receive an overview of undergraduate coursework, and engage with
professionals in the field and current DPT students. The cost of the academy also includes college
credit, where students will be taking the course ‘Foundations of Kinesiology and Health’. This course is
1.5 credits and is a required course for students in the Rutgers University Department of Kinesiology
and Health, where the Exercise Science major and DPT 4+3 Program are housed. The cost for the
program plus course credit is $1,752 for NJ Residents and $2,574 for Non-NJ Residents.
For more information and a detailed tentative schedule of the summer academy, please visit:
https://precollegesummer.rutgers.edu/academies/pt
For more information about our DPT 4+3 Program and upcoming events, please explore the website at
rudpt43.rutgers.edu
If you have any questions about the program or online summer academy, please contact our
Program Director, Dr. Nicole Nagle at nmnagle@kines.rutgers.edu
or Ms. Alicia Reuter at ar1212@kines.rutgers.edu.

The INSPIRE (IRACDA New Jersey/New York for Science Partnerships
in Research & Education) Postdoctoral Program
at Robert Wood Johnson Medical School (RWJMS)
INSPIRE at Rutgers looks for senior graduate students and beginning postdoctoral fellows who
combine excellence in basic research with a strong interest in education, who may wish to apply for the
2021-2022 INSPIRE Postdoctoral Fellowships, funded by a prestigious IRACDA grant from the NIH to
Rutgers-RWJMS. We begin reviewing applications April 1st, on a rolling basis, until we fill our spots for
Fall 2021.
INSPIRE Fellows can be supported for up to three years at the NIH stipend level, they receive health
insurance, travel funds, and educational supply funds. Fellows spend 70% of their time conducting
research at a Rutgers lab, and 30% in educational and career development training. Our program thus
addresses two goals: to prepare recent Ph.D. recipients for careers as educators and biomedical
scientists, and to increase the interest of undergraduates underrepresented in science in undergraduate
research and careers in biomedical sciences.
INSPIRE has a successful record in addressing its two goals: Placement of Fellows in academic
tenure-track positions: 70% of Fellows who received training and exited INSPIRE obtained tenure-track
academic positions, 22% at MSIs (institutions with a demonstrated commitment to educating students
from backgrounds underrepresented in biomedical research). Support of undergraduates at our partner
schools: INSPIRE Fellows and associated faculty have expanded educational and biomedical research
training opportunities for undergraduates at our three partner institutions, New Jersey City University,
NJCU, William Patterson University, WPU and Medgar Evers College – CUNY. Fellows and their
mentors have developed and revised courses, offered summer research opportunities, and research
collaborations/exchanges between Rutgers and the partner schools. Fellows also mentor
undergraduates on how to apply for summer research programs and to graduate school programs.
Application deadline for 2021-2022 INSPIRE Fellowship: Rolling admissions begin April 1st with
May/June 2021 interviews. Online Application forms and further information are available on the
INSPIRE website.

BioNJ’s 11th Annual BioPartnering Conference
Register today for BioNJ’s 11th BioPartnering Conference where we’ll bring together
life sciences leaders, investors, institutions and business development professionals
from the Northeast and beyond.
Online Registration and further information are available on the BioNJ website at
BioNJ.org

NJAS Executive Board Goals for 2020-21
Maria Agapito, Ph.D. – NJAS President

Brittany West, M.S. - Director of Junior Academy

·Enhance STEM networking at both junior and

Increase outreach for school districts all across the state of

senior academy

New Jersey to promote the Junior Academy and NJAS. I

·Increase NJAS membership

hope with increased outreach more students will apply to

·Continue to sponsor virtual seminars and

participate in the Grants-in-Aid program for 2022 and more

highlight NJ scientific leaders

schools will be able to incorporate research at their high

·Increase more interaction with the NJ scientific

schools.

community
·Launching the NJAS e-shop (2022) to diversify

James Arnone, Ph.D. - Chairperson of the science

NJAS revenue

program
1) “Spotlight on NJ science” feature – will write a one-page

Nan Perigo, M.S. - NJAS Treasurer

submission to the Bulletin about recent developments in the

·Working on implementing Amazon Smile

sciences in NJ. I envision three 1-paragraph synopses of

contributions for fundraising.

publications from PhD granting, PUI, and community

·Looking for a replacement treasurer to be

colleges. This would be included in each issue and authored

approved at the next Annual Meeting.

by the Chairperson of the science program to help spread
awareness of advances and communication within the NJ

Joseph Spagna, Ph.D. - The Bulletin Editor

academic realm.

and Publication Committee

2) Work with the social media team to set up a Youtube

The goals for the Bulletin are to establish itself

channel that will be embedded on the website – this will

as an Open Access journal doing three things

initially feature talks that won awards at the past years’

regularly. The first is to put out regular issues

annual meeting and going forward we can continue to

with full-length, peer-reviewed articles. The

update this with future winners, highlighting them on the

second is to publish the Abstracts from the

website for broad dissemination.

annual meetings of the Junior and Senior

3) Double the participation of Senior Academy at this years’

Academies. Both of these have been done in a

annual meeting (to 40 member entrants for talks and poster

pay-subscription version of the Bulletin in the

presentations).

past. The final goal is to start to put out semi-

4) Continue with the responsibilities of the Chairperson as

regular special issues covering topics of interest

coordinating, planning, and running the Senior Academy

to scientists and scholars working in New

component at the annual meeting.

Jersey. This is a new concept for us, and
exciting proposals are already being considered

Julian Paul Keenan, Ph.D. – Editor of the Newsletter

for topics such as science pedagogy and global

·

Sponsor an issue that highlights Neuroscience in NJ.

climate change impacts in our diverse and

·

Enhance scientific diversity by allowing other editorial

economically pivotal state.

members to take an issue and highlight NJ science.
The guest editor should provide 500-1000 words on
their topic.

"Don't be afraid of hard work. Nothing worthwhile comes easily.
Don't let others discourage you or tell you that you can't do it.
In my day, I was told women didn't get into chemistry.
I saw no reason why we couldn't."
Gertrude B. Elion

